Main Stage Director Residency

A new talent development scheme for mid-career theatre directors

Background

The purpose of the Main Stage Director Residency is to put in place advanced development opportunities for a theatre director based in Scotland, with the aim of raising standards and expanding opportunities at home and abroad.
The residency targets mid-career directors and aims to offer structured support in the transition from working in studio spaces to directing classic plays within a repertory system on a proscenium stage.  
We have defined ‘mid-career director’ as someone who already has significant experience directing on a professional basis.  We are interested in applications from those who have no previous experience directing classic plays on a proscenium stage but who have worked in a smaller scale environment, for example directing in studio theatres.  We are interested in theatre makers who have previously directed scripted plays in traditional contexts, as well as those who have devised in more unconventional contexts.

This residency will be delivered in a unique partnership between Untitled Projects and the Citizens Theatre and has been made possible by generous support from Creative Scotland’s Creative Futures Programme and the Jerwood Charitable Foundation.  The resident will be based at Untitled Projects’ office, which is situated within the Citizens Theatre. 

The resident director will be supported and mentored throughout the process by Artistic Directors Stewart Laing of Untitled Projects and Dominic Hill of the Citizens Theatre.

Untitled Projects has a history of making bold and unconventional work on a large scale.  The Citizens Theatre produces contemporary versions of classic plays, working with directors that have a reputation for producing outstanding work to deliver truly inspirational live theatre.  Stewart Laing and Dominic Hill have a shared outlook as to the creative possibilities of reinventing classic texts in a proscenium arch context.  They have between them a breadth of experience and vision, and willingness to disseminate and share their skills, that will support an individual to effect change in their professional skills and practice.  

The opportunity

Pathways to directing on proscenium arch stages in Scotland are limited and the sector is particularly reliant on ‘established’ talent.  We wish to encourage directors based in Scotland to be ambitious, imaginative and rigorous in their approach to reinventing classic texts on large stages.  

We are therefore seeking applications from mid-career directors to undertake a residency with Untitled Projects and the Citizens Theatre on a half time basis across 24 months.  Our aim with this level of commitment is to allow the participant time for reflection and also to encourage them to maintain their continuing practice at other venues.

During the first year the successful candidate will follow a main stage production as assistant director from initial concept through to opening night.  This production would be identified in consultation with the participant, and would most likely be directed by Dominic Hill, although other high profile directors are slated for productions during the period the residency will run.

The participant will also have the opportunity to observe design presentations, as well as production, marketing and other operational meetings within the Citizens Theatre.  The residency will involve having a presence in the building and will include the opportunity to be involved in all areas of the theatre’s activity as considered constructive.  It is hoped that an in-depth understanding of the way a repertory system is operated will inform the choices the participant will make when they come to direct their own productions.

During this first year, the participant will have the opportunity to workshop a classic play with experienced actors and this might involve public presentation in one of the Citizens Studios.  

The second year will focus on the participant directing a full production of a classic play on the Citizens Main Stage, programmed as part of the regular Citizens season.  The play will be chosen in consultation with Dominic Hill and will reflect the current programming choices of the Citizens Theatre.  The Citizens Theatre will provide all resources for the staging of this production.  

As the offer of this main stage production is inherent in the residency, discussion and planning towards it will be initiated in the first year.  The specific demands of the identified text would also be taken into consideration in planning the participant’s activity in the first year. 

Our aim is to be flexible to the needs of the individual and offer a bespoke programme of activity for the selected resident director.  

Candidate Criteria

This opportunity is geared towards the ‘mid-career’ theatre director. The ideal candidate would fulfil the following criteria:


· Be based in Scotland and have demonstrated a previous substantial commitment to professional theatre in Scotland 

· Have had extensive experience as a theatre director, including having directed at least 3 fully staged professional productions.  Student or non-professional productions do not meet this requirement

· Have not previously directed a professional production of a classic play on a proscenium stage or other large stage

· Must not be enrolled in full time education at the commencement of the residency

Remuneration

The successful candidate will receive £469 per week over 26 weeks per annum.  This can be paid through pay roll or be invoiced for as a freelancer fee, to be agreed with the candidate.  
There is also a ‘Go and See’ budget associated with the residency, to support relevant research visits to theatres nationally and internationally.

Through the generous support of the Edinburgh International Festival the resident director will have the opportunity to see the best of international drama at the festival.

Goethe-Institute Glasgow supports the scheme and there is potential for the resident director to be involved in exchange with the German theatre sector.

How to apply

Candidates are invited to complete an application form by 5pm on Monday 20th January 2014.  Applications received after this time will not be considered.  Please return your application with a current CV and completed monitoring form to Louise Irwin, Producer at Untitled Projects on louise@untitledprojects.co.uk

The selection panel will involve key personnel of Untitled Projects and the Citizens Theatre, a representative of the Jerwood Charitable Foundation and a representative of Creative Scotland.

Short-listed candidates will be invited for interview during the week beginning 10th February 2014.  We are unable to offer feedback to candidates who have not been short-listed.

We intend for the successful candidate to be identified in March 2014, with the residency commencing in April 2014.

We welcome applicants from across Scotland and from diverse backgrounds and experiences.

Both Untitled Projects and the Citizens Theatre have an excellent track record in equalities and are committed to inclusion and accessibility in all their activities.  Both companies have robust Equalities Policies in place.  All recruitment will be in line with these policies referencing protected characteristics. 

The project team will oversee best practice in equalities, both in recruitment and implementation of the residency, with the key intention that equality is placed at the heart of all activity. 

If you have specific questions regarding your application or eligibility prior to submission please email Louise Irwin and we will do our best to answer your queries. 
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